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All data are for federal fiscal years, which run from October 1 to September 30.
Numbers may not add up to totals because of rounding. GDP = gross domestic product.

Amounts reflect the actual amounts reported in The Budget and Economic Outlook: 2023 to 2033 (February 2023).

Discretionary
Outlays

$290 Operation and 
Maintenance

$170 Military Personnel

$136

$107

$48

Procurement

Research, Development,
Test, and Evaluation

Other

$112 Transportation

$141

$132

Health

Education, Training,
Employment, and 
Social Services

$113 Certain Veterans’ Benefits

$53 Other

$46 Community and
Regional Development

$44 Natural Resources
and Environment

$37 General Science, Space, 
and Technology

$93 Income Security

$68 Administration of Justice

$71 International A�airs

Trillion
$1.7

Defense
$751

Nondefense
$910

Other includes outlays for 
Department of Energy (DOE) atomic 
energy activities, Department of 
Defense (DoD) military construction 
and family housing projects, and some 
defense-related activities by agencies 
other than DoD and DOE.

Other includes outlays for general 
government; agriculture; administrative costs 
of Medicare and Social Security; energy; and 
commerce and housing credit programs.
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Discretionary
outlays by
the federal

government
in 2022

$1.7
Trillion

Outlays for
nondefense programs,
which accounted for
more than half of the

discretionary total, 
in 2022

Average annual 
discretionary

outlays between
2002 and 2021

Discretionary 
outlays
in 2022

$0.9
Trillion

6.6%
of GDP

7.3%
of GDP
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Spending that lawmakers control annually
through appropriation acts

A Closer Look at
Discretionary Spending

THE FEDERAL BUDGET
IN FISCAL YEAR 

2022
Total

Outlays
$6.3
Trillion

Total
Revenues

$4.9
Trillion

Mandatory

Discretionary

$4.1

$0.5 $1.7

Net 
Interest

Billion

Billion


